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was his custom at luncheons, the President began to cuss the situation, referring to the fact that our treaty 1846 was with New Granada, which afterwards became ! United States of Colombia and then the Republic of lombia, and that in that treaty we had guaranteed to )tect the transit route. One of the questions raised was ether the treaty still held us to that obligation, not-:hstanding these several changes of sovereignty. Fhe President was directing his remarks toward me, ich was his way of signifying the particular person m whom he wanted to draw comment. I answered it it seemed to me, as I recollected the terms of the aty, which I had recently read, that the change of rereignty did not affect either our obligations or our hts; that I regarded them in the nature of a "covent running with the land."
"That's fine! Just the idea!" Roosevelt replied, and soon as luncheon was over, he requested me to ex-jss that idea to Hay. He scratched a few lines on a rrespondence card asking Secretary Hay to go over th me the suggestion I had made and to work into i treaty the "covenant running with the land" :a.
That evening I called on the Secretary. He seized the la at once and said he would make use of it in a state-;nt he was just preparing for the press detailing the iole situation. The following day there was reported the papers of the country the fact that the President, lowing a meeting of the Cabinet, had decided to rec-nize the de facto government of Panama; and then the tailed statement by Secretary Hay regarding the terms the treaty, the history of the negotiations, and the sub-}uent development, covered several newspaper col-ins. It contained this paragraph:nformal way,ake the matter intoded to St. Petersburg. at Sagamore Hillrious forms of government protection, that withhold from any human being the right to live in safety, and toil in peace.                                                                                           j
